
26

News www.southlondon-today.co.uk

Theatres celebrate a host
of Off West End awards
SOUTH London
theatres are
celebrating after
winning a clutch of
gongs at an award
ceremony.
The Southwark
Playhouse bagged
five wins at the Off
West End theatre
awards including
best musical and the
Special Panel Award.
The Battersea Arts
Centre bagged a hat-
trick of awards
including most
welcoming theatre.
Best musical went to
the Landor in
Clapham for A
Winter’s Tale.
The Unicorn Theatre
in Tooley Street
picked up the prize
for best production
for young people
with Something Very
Far Away. Best
theatre foodie
experience in central
London went to
Menier Chocolate
Factory in
Southwark.
The Jack Studio
Theatre in Brockley
Road won the prize
for most welcoming
theatre in South-east
London.

A TOWN hall chief has met with
Mayor Boris Johnson to urge
a rethink over policing numbers in
the borough.

Lambeth council leader Councillor Lib
Peck met with Mr Johnson at City Hall last
week to discuss the town hall campaign to
add an extra 100 officers to the borough’s
police force.

However, Cllr Peck said she
received “no commitment” that
the extra officers would be
drafted in.

The council has embarked on
a campaign to ask Lambeth
residents to write to the Mayor,
ahead of the Policing and Crime Plan
consultation ending this week.

Cllr Peck said: “I presented a case to Boris
about how important we thought it was that
Lambeth – with all its challenges – needs to
be treated fairly.

“The positive thing is that we put the case
forcefully to him.”

Cllr Peck added that the future of Gipsy
Hill police station – which is set to close
under the policing proposals – should be
retained.

On Wednesday, Labour councillors took to
the streets of Brixton to hand out the “100
More Police” leaftlets.

They were joined by shadow home
secretary Yvette Cooper MP.

Ms Cooper said: “Lambeth is really feeling

the pressure with police officers being taken
off the streets where they are needed.”

Ms Cooper added that if she was the home
secretary, she would have cut the police
budget by less than the 20 per cent currently
imposed by her counterpart Theresa May.

The number of officers in
Lambeth has been the focus of
discussions with two sets of
figures used to forecast the
number of police on the streets for
the next three years.

As part of the Mayor’s Office for
Policing and Crime (MOPAC)

consultation, City Hall has said Lambeth
would get 10 new officers – rather than the
100 that Lambeth council is calling for.

The results of the consultation will be
known next month.
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‘We need 100
extra cops’

By BEN MORGAN

CAMPAIGN: From left, Cllr Jack Hopkins, Val Shawcross, Yvette Cooper and
Lib Peck hand out their ‘100 more police’ cards outside Brixton Tube station

What do YOU think about policing in
your borough?

Write to South London Press,
2-4 Leigham Court Road, Streatham,

SW16 2PD
or email letters@slp.co.uk
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