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Welcome to this edition of the Lambeth Community Funding Update. This briefing highlights 
general external funding opportunities that may be of interest to community organisations in the 
borough. It cannot claim to be a list of everything that is available and will not include funds 
aimed at very specific or niche services. Funding opportunities are divided up into the following 
categories: 
 

Key Opportunities – These are organisations that may award larger grants for projects 

meeting their selection criteria or provide very useful sources of grants information.  
 

Capacity Building – Information aimed at the voluntary and community sector generally and 

relates to organisational support. Included here for information.     
 

Main small funds – These are funding opportunities from a variety of organisations that 

provide small and medium grants (normally up to £10k but can be larger). This section is 
divided into the following 5 sub-categories: General; Environmental; Older People, Health & 
Community Safety; Sport; Youth, Education & Arts,    
 

Lucky Dip – Some further funding opportunities from specialist funders that may be relevant. 

 
Contacts: The Lambeth Council Active Communities Team lead on voluntary and community 
sector issues in the borough. Contact: Grace Gbadamosi, Third Sector Development Manager 
on 07951 921 215 or GGbadamosi@lambeth.gov.uk 
 
This information is provided by the Lambeth Council Grants Team, based in the Council’s 
Finance & Resources department. Contact: Tim O’Connor, Grants and Funding Manager on 
020 7926 9348 or toconnor@lambeth.gov.uk     
 
The Lambeth Voluntary Action Council has a Funding Advice Project. This project is 
funded by Wates Foundation to provide information, advice and support on all matters 
associated with fundraising to voluntary and community sector organisations based in Lambeth. 
Please note: support is only available to small – medium organisations (i.e. those with 140 or 
less paid staff hours per week) and to organisations that are formally set up (i.e. a management 
committee and governing document in place). For support contact Aleya Chowdhury, Capacity 
Building Officer (Funding Advice), on 020 7737 9477 or email fa@lambethvac.org.uk (Tues & 
Wed only). Organisations can also sign up to receive regular funding updates from LVAC. 

Website:  www.lambethvac.org.uk 
 
Please note: All of the funders listed here have websites and helplines to help establish 
whether or not to bid. It is essential that you make contact with any funder prior to submitting an 
application for funding.  
 
(The abbreviation VCS in this document refers to the Voluntary & Community 
Sector.)  
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Key Opportunities  
 

Big Lottery Fund – Reaching Communities Programme www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 
 
Reaching Communities is a wide ranging programme aimed at the VCS as well as schools and 
local authorities (in partnership with community sector organisations). Its general aim is to 
improve local communities, particularly in deprived areas. The main programme has grants 
available for mainly revenue (plus small capital) projects between £10k and £500k. Projects can 
run for up to 5 years. In addition they have recently added a capital Buildings strand. This will 
provide grants for community buildings projects of between £100k & £500k. (NB For this 
element of the programme there is very strict post code eligibility based on deprivation, so it is 
important to check whether you can apply first – Coldharbour and Vassall wards in Lambeth are 
where we think bids can be made.) Submissions can be made at any time - no current 
deadlines for this fund. The initial application form is downloadable from the above website. 
The advice line on 0845 4 10 20 30 should be contacted prior to making an application.      
 

Capital Community Foundation  www.capitalcf.org.uk 

 
This organisation administers a range of funds for voluntary and community sector 
organisations across London. It is worth checking regularly as new funds are announced or 
others withdrawn. They currently administer the following which are relevant to Lambeth: 
Lambeth Community Fund (This Council funded grant programme has various rounds. 
Round 3 will focus on community wellbeing and support for social enterprises - 5 August 
2011 deadline), Man Group plc Charitable Trust Community Programme and Wates 
Giving Small Grants Programme. Contact: 020 7582 5117 to discuss funding opportunities 
for your project.  
 

Capacity Building 
 

Charities Aid Foundation (CAF)  www.CAFonline.org 

 
Grant programme is currently closed (may re-open in late 2011) but this website is a useful 
source of information for small and medium sized charities with advice on improving finances, 
governance and infrastructure. Contact: 01732 520 334 or 03000 123 334. 
 
Lambeth Voluntary Action Council (LVAC) – details in section above – useful point of contact 
on this issue.  
 
Lambeth Council provides funding for capacity building advice & support for Lambeth’s Third 
Sector, available through LVAC.  The purpose of this funding is to increase capacity of the third 
sector to run / manage their organisations more effectively, become more sustainable, and 
respond to the changing agendas e.g. Personalisation, Big Society, Co-operative Council etc. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/
http://www.capitalcf.org.uk/
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Main small funds 
 
These have been grouped into 5 categories: General; Environmental; Older People, Health & 
Community Safety; Sport; Youth, Education & Arts. 
 

General Funds 
 

Awards for All  www.awardsforall.org.uk 
 
Awards for All is an established lottery fund with a wide application for projects 
that will benefit the local community. The VCS and schools can apply for grants between £300 
and £10,000. There are no deadlines and the application process is very straightforward. Any 
grant awarded must be used within one year. Many projects in Lambeth have already received 
funding from this programme. Awards for All has its own helpline on 0845 4 10 20 30.       
 

City Bridge Trust  www.bridgehousegrants.org.uk 

 
This organisation has a number of funding programmes aimed at improving the lives of 
Londoners. These range from capital grants to improve disability access to projects for 
community integration, older people and for improving mental health. No minimum or maximum 
grant. However, larger applications are less likely to be funded. Contact: 020 7332 3710.   
 

Peter Minet Trust www.peterminet.org.uk 

 
Will fund charities in South London who run social welfare, health, cultural and community 
projects, working with people of all ages who are in need. Main grant programme will award up 
to £5k. (4 deadlines per year.) Trust also has programme of small grants to fund events and 
play schemes etc. up to £500 in Lambeth. No deadlines. Contact: 020 8772 3155.   
 

Trust for London  www.trustforlondon.org.uk 

 
This fund for the VCS and charities has priorities for strengthening the voluntary sector, 
promoting social justice and inclusion (particularly for newly established communities). Average 
grant award is £45k. Guidelines must be studied before applying. Various closing dates. They 
can be contacted on 020 7606 6145.     
 

Tudor Trust   www.tudortrust.org.uk 
 
Funds a wide range of people and organisations working to achieve lasting change in their 
communities. No upper or lower limits and no application deadlines. Contact: 020 7727 8522. 
 

Walcot Foundation  www.walcotfoundation.org.uk 
 
Grants are available for a variety of activities that enable low income Lambeth residents to be 
successful in education (broadly defined) and employment and ultimately achieve a better 
financial future. Grants are made to organisations (typically £20K-£30K per year although there 
is also a small grants programme), schools and individuals (normally students). 
The Walcot Foundation is the only funder on this list that operates 
exclusively in Lambeth. Contact: 020 7735 1925. 

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/
http://www.bridgehousegrants.org.uk/
http://www.peterminet.org.uk/
http://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/
http://www.tudortrust.org.uk/
http://www.walcotfoundation.org.uk/
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Environmental Funds (Open Space / Community Facilities) 
 

Biffaward Grants www.biffaward.org   

 
Funded by the Landfill Communities Fund (and projects in Lambeth meet the geographical 
criteria), this fund has a small grants programme up to £5k for environmental projects. In 
addition, it has a larger Main Grants programme for improving community facilities (although 
projects have to ensure public access). The fund is managed by RSWT on 01636 670000. VCS 
organisations and schools can apply providing they can meet the access criteria.    
 

SITA Trust   www.sitatrust.org.uk 
 
Funded by the Landfill Communities Fund (projects in Lambeth meet the geographical criteria), 
their Enhancing Communities programme supports improvements to community amenities such 
as halls, public parks and sports facilities (plus improvements to historic buildings). Up to £60k 
available. Contact: 01454 262910. 
 

Veolia Environmental Trust www.veoliatrust.org 

 
Another Landfill Communities Fund scheme, run by Lambeth environmental contractor, which 
may fund the refurbishment of play areas or open space under its public amenities strand. 
Projects in Lambeth do meet the geographical criteria but, as above, must ensure public access 
to any funded project. Match funding is required for projects over £25k. VCS organisations and 
schools can apply providing they can meet the access criteria. Contact: 01902 794 677. 
 

Western Riverside Environmental Fund www.wref.org.uk 

 
This is the last of our selection of Landfill funds. This one provides support for community and 
environmental projects within Lambeth, as well as some other London boroughs. Voluntary and 
community projects that improve public amenities including play space can apply for up to £25k. 
Schools can apply in partnership providing they are able to meet the open access requirements. 
Various deadlines throughout the year. The project is administered by Groundwork UK who can 
be contacted on: 020 7278 1514.   
 

Older People, Health and Community Safety 
 

Charles Hayward Foundation   www.charleshaywardfoundation.org.uk 
 
Supports projects related to older people and community safety. Main grants up to £20k plus 
small grants up to £5k. Mainly capital costs. Contact: 020 7370 7063/7067.      
 

London Catalyst  www.londoncatalyst.org.uk 
 
Supports projects to tackle health inequalities in London. Includes a small grants scheme 
making awards up to £3k. No deadlines. Contact: 020 7021 4204.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.biffaward.org/
http://www.sitatrust.org.uk/
http://www.veoliatrust.org/
http://www.wref.org.uk/
http://www.charleshaywardfoundation.org.uk/
http://www.londoncatalyst.org.uk/
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Nationwide Foundation  www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk 
 
Up to £5k available for projects supporting people affected by domestic violence. Contact: 
01793 655113. 
 

Sport 
 

London Marathon Charitable Trust http://www.virginlondonmarathon.com/marathon-
centre/marathon-centre/the-london-marathon-charitable-trust/ 
 
Programme which funds capital sports projects e.g. pitch improvements, skate parks etc. This 
fund has an annual deadline of 31 August. Contact: 020 8892 6646.  
 

Youth, Education & Arts 
 

Arts Council – Grants for the Arts  www.artscouncil.org.uk     

 
VCS organisations and public bodies can apply for support with time limited arts 
projects, events and educational art activities. A key priority is the provision of creative 
opportunities for children and young people. The average award made is approx. £21k although 
more can be applied for. Any activity must provide benefits to the wider community. The 
applications process for projects less that £10k is more straightforward. Contact: 0845 300 
6200. 
   

BBC Children in Need www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey 

 
Support for projects that make a positive difference to disadvantaged children (up to 18 years). 
Two programmes: Main grants - £10k per year for up to 3 years, Small grants – less than £10k 
per year for up to 3 years. 4 deadlines each year. Contact: 020 8576 7788. 
 

Equitable Charitable Trust   www.equitablecharitabletrust.org.uk 
 
Educational charity for young people under 25. Maximum grants approx. £30k. (Revenue or 
Capital) No deadlines. Contact: 020 7264 4995/4993. 
 

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation      www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk 
 
The foundation has a number of themes including: the arts, education & learning, the 
environment and addressing disadvantage. The main fund will support ‘innovative projects’ that 
address their core themes. However, they will not fund ‘standard’ service provision such as 
playgroups and after school clubs. The programme will fund core costs but not capital. Contact 
must be made with them before applying and applicants should demonstrate why project can’t 
be supported by statutory funding. Full guidance is available on their website. Contact: 020 
7812 3700.     
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk/
http://www.virginlondonmarathon.com/marathon-centre/marathon-centre/the-london-marathon-charitable-trust/
http://www.virginlondonmarathon.com/marathon-centre/marathon-centre/the-london-marathon-charitable-trust/
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey
http://www.equitablecharitabletrust.org.uk/
http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/
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Garfield Weston Foundation www.garfieldweston.org 

 
Has general priorities relating to education, community and youth matters. Applications must be 
from registered charities. There are no deadlines. They can be contacted on 020 7399 6565.    
 

Heritage Lottery Fund – Young Roots  www.hlf.org.uk 

  

Young Roots is a grant programme designed to engage young people aged 13-25 with their 

heritage. £3k to £25k available. 020 7591 6000. 

 

Heritage Lottery Fund – Your Heritage www.hlf.org.uk 

 

Your Heritage is a general small grants programme for all types of heritage project aimed at 

community organisations. £3k to £50k available. 020 7591 6000. 
 

Jack Petchey Foundation www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk 

 
This fund is open to the VCS and schools with a range of small funding programmes to support 
individual achievement and volunteering for young people (aged 11-25) in South London. 
Contact: 020 8252 8000.  
 

Shine Trust   www.shinetrust.org.uk 

 
Educational charity which will fund innovative learning projects to help raise achievement in 
London. Contact: 020 8393 1880.  
 

Sir John Cass’s Foundation www.sirjohncass.org 

 
Will fund projects related to truancy, exclusion and behaviour management but has focus on 
older children. Will also fund prisoner education projects. Contact: 020 7480 5884. 
 

Sir Walter and St John’s Educational Charity  www.swsjcharity.org.uk 

 
Makes grants to promote the education and training of children and young people under the age 
of 25, who are in financial need. The Charity covers the London Boroughs of Wandsworth and 
Lambeth, with preference to the Battersea area. Contact: 020 7498 8878.  
   

Lucky Dip 
 
N.B Most funds for registered charities and the VCS. However, some apply to schools – please 
check eligibility criteria if of interest. Most have rolling deadlines. This is an alphabetical listing. 
 
Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation Up to £10k available for general charitable projects. 
No website. Contact: 020 7408 2198. 
 
Church Urban Fund Up to £5k for projects with links to a faith group. Contact: 020 7898 1647.  
www.cuf.org.uk 
    

http://www.garfieldweston.org/
http://www.hlf.org.uk/
http://www.hlf.org.uk/
http://www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk/
http://www.shinetrust.org.uk/
http://www.sirjohncass.org/
http://www.swsjcharity.org.uk/
http://www.cuf.org.uk/
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Clothworkers Foundation Small capital grants up to £10k. Contact: 020 7623 7041. 
www.clothworkers.co.uk 
   
Concertina Charitable Trust Approx. £500 available for projects to improve the quality of life of 
elderly members of society, through musical entertainment and related activities. Contact: 020 
7976 5785. www.concertinamusic.org.uk 
 
Gannett Foundation Up to £5k available for community projects in areas with ‘Newsquest’ 
publications (includes Streatham Guardian). www.gannettfoundation.org 
 
Hedley Foundation Up to £3k for capital costs supporting young people. Contact: 020 7489 
8076 www.hedleyfoundation.org.uk 
 
Help a London Child Contact: 020 7054 8395/6 www.capitalfm.com/helpalondonchild 
 
Hilden Charitable Fund Up to £5k available for projects supporting young people, the 
homeless and refugees. Contact: 020 7603 1525. www.hildencharitablefund.org.uk 
 
John Laing Charitable Trust Up to £25k available for general charitable activity.  
Contact: 020 8959 9013. 
http://www.laing.com/top/corporate_responsibility/john_laing_charitable_trust.html 
 
JPMorgan Educational Trust & Foundation Will support projects in Lambeth. No website. 
Contact duncan.grant@jpmorgan.com  
 
KPMG Foundation Projects up to £50k can be funded to ‘unlock the potential of disadvantaged 
children and young people.’ Contact: 020 7311 4733 
http://www.kpmg.com/uk/en/whoweare/aboutkpmg/kpmgfoundation/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Lloyds TSB Foundation for England & Wales Contact: 07872 031 793 for  
Central London. www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk   
 
Mercers’ Charitable Foundation Will support general charitable activity with a focus on youth 
clubs and special needs. Contact: 020 7726 4991. www.mercers.co.uk 
 
Njoya Foundation Supports projects that promote academic achievement amongst boys of 
African / Caribbean descent. Contact: www.njoyafoundation.org.uk  
 
Percy Bilton Charity Small grants available for projects benefitting young people, older people 
and people with disabilities. Contact: 020 8579 2829 www.percybiltoncharity.org.uk 
 
Peter Cruddas Foundation Small grants available for projects benefitting disadvantaged 
young people. Contact: 020 3003 8360. www.petercruddasfoundation.org.uk 
 
Ragdoll Foundation Support for imaginative and innovative projects which promote the 
development of young children. Contact: 01789 404100. www.ragdollfoundation.org.uk 
 
Rayne Foundation Charity with disadvantaged children as a main priority. Contact: 020 7487 
9656. www.raynefoundation.org.uk 
 

http://www.clothworkers.co.uk/
http://www.concertinamusic.org.uk/
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http://www.hedleyfoundation.org.uk/
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http://www.njoyafoundation.org.uk/
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http://www.raynefoundation.org.uk/
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Rose Foundation Provides assistance to charities with building projects. Contact: 020 7262 
1155. No website. 
 
Sport Relief Aims to improve quality of life for children and young people. Contact: 020 7820 
5555. www.sportrelief.com 
 
Tesco Charity Trust Community Award Scheme Up to £5k can be applied for in areas where 
Tesco has stores. Contact: 01992 646 768. www.tesco.com/everyLittleHelps 
 
Trusthouse Charitable Foundation Children at risk of exclusion are a priority for this funder. 
However, fund is often oversubscribed. www.trusthousecharitablefoundation.org.uk      
 
Variety Club Children’s Charity Provides grants for equipment with focus on children with 
disabilities. Contact: 020 7428 8100. www.varietyclub.org.uk 
 
Wakeham Trust Up to £750 available for small community participation projects. Contact: 
01730 821748 www.wakehamtrust.org 
 
Wooden Spoon Charity Larger grants available for projects which will benefit disadvantaged 
children and young people. Contact: 01276 410 180 www.woodenspoon.com 
 
Woodward Charitable Trust Small grants for small locally based projects 
including summer playschemes.  
Contact: 020 7410 0330. www.woodwardcharitabletrust.org.uk 
 
Yapp Charitable Trust Small awards for young people, older people and people with 
disabilities. Contact: 0191 4922 118. www.yappcharitabletrust.org.uk 
 
Youth Music Funds musicians to work with children and young people in collective music 
making. VCS organisations and groups of schools can apply. May close in 2011. Contact: 020 
7902 1060 http://www.youthmusic.org.uk/musicispower/Grants.html 
 

http://www.sportrelief.com/
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